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Strubel - he is the heroaround Boudha.
Many of you might not know him vet
but he is the reason and inspiration
for a cause that has helped rescue and
rehabilitate many like him,

Sirubel was once infected with
CIVT (Canine Transmissible Venereal
Tumaor), a sexually transmited disease,
s i result of which he had 10 be cas-
trated. Now, while he lazes around the
grand white stupa enjoying the sunny
Saturday morning, without a care in
whe world, his human friends are out
catching his dog friends. Saturdays at
isa day ol health and b
15 for the dogs and o day of
ng service for the volunteers of
thee Street Dog Care (SDC) Camp,

Aceording o the Kathmandu Ani-
mal Tremment (KAT) Centre, there are
over 35,000 stray dogs wandering the
streets of Kathmandu Valley, and most
live in misernble conditions, suffering
from abuse, malnutrition and diseases.
| was one such dog, till he got
iom of And-
rea Bringmann, founder of SD/

“We Help Dops” reads & sign &
boath of Street Dog Care camp
set right in front of the n entrance
1o the Bowdha Stupa. Bringmann, the
cheering founder, s busy with her vol-
unteers managing records with ple-
wures and case files of different dogs, All
the while, Strupie, an anxious looking
dog strolls around the booth whereas
an adomble dog named Brownbear
restsat s fool.

The day’s program is to give rabies
vaccinations  and  necessary et
menis.

“We normally meat 10 dogs on
average but the program is really about
trying o give some happiness o the
dogs.” shares Bringmann, patting
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Strupie who looks amused. While some
valunteers spread out looking for stroet

some gather around o dog named
Sally and prepare her for o bath.

Sally seems dejected and ailing, She
i infected with mange, a skin disease
caused by parasitic mites that couses
halr loss and the formation of sczbs
and lesions,

“Because stray dogs are B constant
contact, it's really hand 1o prevent she
disease unless we seclude and cure
them,” informs Parisha Thapa, a lozal
Ve fan wha recently got ivolued
inSDC

As Parisha and the weam lather up
Sally with antibacierial shampoo, she
pathers & huge audience. Sally, on her
part, seems 10 be enjoying her open bath
and being the cemre of anmcdon for
omee withoul any loaks of contempt.
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The special shampoos and lotions
they use have been donated from
Switzerland. It refieves dogs from lich-
ing and helps their fur to grow back

“Once we had this lotior
over Tashi wha had lost all fur due o
mange, and then the fur grew back so
beautifully. it was like a magic loton,”
shares Franziska Oertle, o Swiss volun-
teer working closely with Andrea. She
abso writes an autobiographical news-
letter from Serubels perspective in
thelr website wwiwstrestdogeane.ong.

Ocrtle adds shaking Strubels paws,
“Its really fun working with dogs and
we do it for no other reason than that
wit just love dogs.”

Since the camps are held in public

help build commuinity awareness and
support. Often, people approach And-
rea on the spot and offer to help ot
Pt Frietscl was one of thase peo-
ple, He came across the camp last Sep-
tember when he was strolling around
the nil has been working with
A0 then, Andrea Introduces Pat
and shares how held wake up early in
the moming o look for infected dogs

it the camp by
eers, While people

thint the puppy is not likely o survive
« Andrea is siill hopeful and decides w
take [t to thedr newly opened center at
Paika for special treatment.

The puppy is named after Pat, both
of them being so skinny,

“Yes, Pat looks really fragile, but
we've hid some amazing success sto-
ries,” hie says witha smile, “Strupie wis
run over by a bike and couldn’t walk.
But now he's all happy and fun loving.

Another dog's mouth was all blown tp
with tumor but be meovered wonder-
fully after some treatments.”

He bends o pat Yenl, another dog
thirt will be taken to the center, and adds.
“Tough dogs in Kathrmandu, ehh!”

Andrea has been running the camp
with help from her friends and val-
upeers and says it has not been oo
expensive or oo hard,

“Anyone is welcome 1o volunteer

tay at the center. But
s, she sy,
arning, and as they
start wrapping up for the day, most
of the volunteers stay behind playing
with the dogs. Uliimarely, It did seem
that the program was not about glving
vaccinations or baths or sterilizing the
street dogs, but it really was just about
miaking them happy. Strubel s happy!






